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lO GEISTTS, 



INTRODTJCTORY 

To Course of Lectures at Hahnemann College of P}dladelphia,\%^l 
By Constantine Hering, M. D., 

Professor of Materia Medica and Institutes of Medicine. 


There was an old retired statesman in Holland, a man of standing, 
who in the year 1831 wrote a small but replete work containing a 
sketch of all the most important events, characterising the last sixty 
years of his life. Beginning 1770, six years before the new era in 
history, he pictured what had happened in the world since that time, 
from the Declaration of Independence to the French llevolution, the 
conquering of Europe, the German wars against Napoleon, the Battle 
of Waterloo, fought very near his home, up to Napoleon’s death on the 
Island of St. Helena. 

The author did not forget the principal power, the inward moving 
force, the sciences and arts. 

Speaking of medicine he showed how in that also one revolution 
followed the other, and one new system the other. He mentioned 
John Brown, who, like a rocket, shot up among the clouds, bursting 
and sending fire balls, spreading a brilliant light in the 
dark night of medicine, to be followed by a greater darkness. 
Broussais, with his French centralisation, “all diseases are gastritis,” 
and ” the universal remedy leeches Rasori, the Italian, an altered 
Brown, proposing “ contra stimulus,” and giving the most overwhelm- 
ing doses. Finally, our author speaks of the Organon of Hahnemann. 
As he was more or less opposed to all revolutions, conservative in the 
extreme, he objects to this too, but still allows, “ at first sight this 
system seems to be very acceptable,” ‘‘ but as there are so many 
different diseases and thus a great many different drugs required, 
where loill Hahnemann ever find so many healthy men, willing to 
submit to being made sick, merely from love of their fellow-men 

How can you expect, he says, to find men willing to make them- 
selves sick, in order to be able to heal the sick ? 

That was his principal doubt, and it was a, more cutting objection 
than all others thrown against Hahnemann, but, it did not do any 
harm. At the time he was writing this, only twenty years after 
Hahnemann published the first edition of his (drgauon, six volumes 
of his Materia Medica had been published already, and four volumes 
of his Anti-psorics, Two volumes had been published by Hartlaub, 
and twenty-seven numbers of the Archives had given, in each number, 
a new proved drug. 

The next objection to Hahnemann’s Materia Medica had not much 
more sense or weight: “The healthy and the sick are entirely and 
altogether different.” “ Effects of drugs on the healthy are of no 
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use and cannot be applied to the sick.” This is an absurdity 
throughout. The differences between the most healthy and the sick- 
est are gradual ones, therefore, a sharp line of division can nowhere 
be drawn. 

As soon as a healthy man is proving, he gets sick, and thus he 
belongs in so far to the sick. Why should we not have a right to 
compare the one suffering, from a drug, with another suffering from 
miasma or other influences ? 

A third grand objection was made, a monstrous one, — a real 
monster of an objection : 

“ Come out ye Homoeopathic tnen,” they said, “and make a true in- 
termittent, make a scarlet fever, make a real disease, and we will 
come with our diagnostic instruments and examine.” They supposed, 
of course, we did not understand their pathology, and were not able to 
make a diagnostic investigation. Of course it would be an easy thing 
to show, in each such case, if we would offer them as such, that they 
were not real intermittent, nor real scarlet fevers, etc. Strange infat- 
uation! we do not need their pathology, nor their instruments to 
obtain exactly objective characteristic diagnostics. We can do this 
ourselves, just as well as they. Why should we not have been able 
to learn what they have learned ? But the greatest absurdity in their 
objection lies herein : we have never pretended to make such 
diseases, we never did pretend to make diseases. Did we ever say 
we could make the plague, as the witches did in the middle ages ? 
Did we ever say we could make an epidemic Cholera Asiatiea, as the 
stupid peasants in Russia believed, and in Italy still believe ? All 
that we ever pretended to find out and get by our provings was : a 
number of symptoms, resembling cases of sick men, not of diseases. 
Even Hahnemann in his first experiment did not say Cinchona 
powder had produced an intermittent fever. He very wisely said, 
it made such symptoms as I had been subject to before, when I 
suffered with the intermittent. 

A fourth objection has been made and has been repeated by a great 
number, has been echoed all over the land, has been such a powerful 
and persuasive one, that we hear it even in our midst, from our own 
friends up to this day. Our Materia Medica contains a great many 
symptoms, and a great many of them are uncertain, a great many even 
very doubtful, some decidedly false. Thus our Materia Medica is not 
pure, and it must be purified. 

This “ U7icertainty of symptomsf so much complained of, is not a 
thing we pretend to oppose ; this objection is not only allowed to them, 
but it is even granted that every single symptom of each prover 
may not be from the drug, but from something else. We do not 
think, do not dream of opposing it at all, we give up to it altogether and 
entirely. It was considered not worthwhile on our side to talk much 
about it, why should we ? Are not all human undertakings liable to 
error ? Why did Hahnemann so often and emphatically recommend 
the greatest care in proving ? He knew as well as any one of us, 
that observations are very often deceiving, even a master-mind may 
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be deceived, and may make an erroneous observation. Did not Hip- 
pocrates, 2,800 years ago, state in the first of his famous aphorisms : 
“ Life is short, our art is long, the chances are transient ; trials very 
slippery, and judgment a difficult thing.” 

Thus allowing all these objections, regarding the uncertainty, as 
based on a self-evident truth; they may be raised by all our opponents 
and repeated in our midst, but they all fall down to the ground, like 
the above first objection of the old retired Hollander, for we are a great 
many years ahead of them, as we have a way to ascertain what is 
true. This very cry of uncertainty or impurity was raised further and 
particularly againstVsymptoms quoted, taken out of old reports, books, 
etc.; neither Hahnemann nor any one of us laid much weight on any 
of them. We can do without them ; let them all be stricken out, we 
do not care. The opponents in our midst dwell upon symptoms 
observed on the sick and call them imjntre ; they roll their eyes, 
like hypocrites, saying, Hahnemann used the word M. M. Pura, and 
he had no right to do it ; a single symptom taken from a sick man 
made all the rest impure. He used this word as it has been used by 
all philosophers and scientific men, meaning, free from guessing, 
but they use it now as the washerwomen use the word “ clean.” 

The more our Materia Medica became enlarged by observations, 
and the greater the difficulty in studying it, the more popular the 
cry became for purifying it ; and the more physicians were driven 
over to our side, the more enemies we had in our own camp. 

What is to be said about these objections ? llegarding the uncer- 
tainty of the symptoms obtained by provers, it is true ; further, 
symptoms observed in sick persons are very uncertain, that is also 
true ; further, symptoms taken out of old mouldy books, are still more 
doubtful, that is true ;^in fact, all the objections raised against the 
collection called Materia Medica are true, every one of them. But 
what possesses our opponents and all their imitators within our own 
ranks, to imagine, that they tell us something new by making such 
objections ? How self-conceited they must be, to come out thus, 
like wiseacres, supposing we had not known all this long ago. Of 
course we did. It is a self-evident truth, that particularly in such 
experiments with drugs on the healthy, and still more on the 
sick, the symptoms may or may not be caused by the drug. 
Only the most shocking impudence, and as is usually the case, 
ignorance combined with it, could pretend to teach us, to correct us, 
to reprimand us, as if we were school-boys. It is not at all in these 
objections that we differ from them. All the conclusion's, drawn 
by our opponents and by all their imitators within our own ranks : all 
their conclusions are wrong, essentially and entirely wrong, are 
against all sound logic, against all principles of the strict method to 
build up a real, a natural science, by careful induction. We do not 
care much about all their opposition, original or copied, because 
we are all the time engaged in healing the sick, and that is the very 
way, nay, the only way of continually perfecting our Materia Medica. 
While we are collecting facts upon facts, bona fide, according to the 
best of our abilities, analytically, in order to abstract what is common 
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to them; while we are collecting one cure after another and trying 
to find out, how far they correspond with the symptoms — a difficult, 
a tedious, a toilsome task, but one that brings its reward — our 
opponents creep into the core, into the midst, and object synthetically, 
arbitrarily, without any real reason, against all the rules of sound 
thinking, and ask a number of hypocritical and hypercritical 
questions: Who was theprover? Was he really healthy? Who 

reported the proving? Was he able to report? Were his reports 
in the strict scientific f«rm ? And arbitrarily they say ; All symptoms 
observed on the sick are good for nothing, etc. Striking in this way, 
as it were, at the roots, the symptoms fall by the hundred, and by 
the thousand. One of the most impudentand most illogical, objected, 
for instance, to all symptoms of Nenning, a late Surgeon in Bohemia, 
and with one stroke he cut them all off, boasting and crowing like a 
rooster on his own dunghill, that 11,4:47 symptoms were all to be 
stricken out. Hundreds of most striking cures have been made, before 
and since, simply by the use of symptoms of the same Nenning. But, 
because the great critic was not able to make such cures himself, he 
follows in the footsteps of our opponents in the old school, and doubts 
them, and because he doubts them, he denies them, and because he 
denies them, of course they cannot be worth anything. 

What is our way now to certainty ? How do we find out what is 
true, what is trustworthy and what is not ? 

To give you an idea, in a few words, of our way to certainty, our 
manner of sifting the results of our provings, it is the following : 

1. Some symptoms are more decided, and of course require more 
attention. 

2 If we repeat our proving and get the same symptoms ; still 
more. 

3. If others prove the same drug and get the same or corres- 
ponding symptoms, harmonizing with each other physiologically or 
pathologically, we consider this a further corroboration. 

4. By comparative study of the symptoms of the same drug, we 
find out what agrees, and what does not, and use Physiology and 
Pathology as much as we can. 

4. We finally give a drug in cases where it seems to be indi- 
cated, according to our law, and make successful cures, these corro- 
borote some of them still more. Some symptoms become conse- 
quently more prominent, some are very often useful, others less often. 

6. Some of the sick while we are treating them will get new 
symptoms, soon after the administration of a drug, if such symp- 
toms disappear a while after, and if they agree with the others 
from healthy persons, such symptoms may likewise be used and 
likewise be corroborated afterwards by cures. 

7. In this way we obtain our much talked of 

CHARACTERISTICS. 

This is our way to certainty, and all objections disappear and 
vanish before them. 

These characteristics are to be regarded as settlements in the 
primeval forests, after a while they become villages, then large towns 
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The question has often been raised, what do we mean by character- 
isiics ? What are they? Characteristics are symploms, or only 
parts of symptom or groups of several symptoms, together representing 
the character of a drug, or the character of its effects. 

What is character ? 

Applied to the effects of drugs we mean by character the whole of 
such peculiarities as distinguish this drug from all others. Originally 
the word character meant the stamp of coins, the mark, the sign 
of worth. Such drugs as we do not know enough about, we say, 
have no decided character. Such as we have been giving often 
and repeatedly, and with a sure success, we say have a character. 
The single symptoms, or parts of them, we call characteristics. 

It is an error to suppose a characteristic to be such a symptom as 
any respective drug has alone ; this may be the case, but even the 
most decided and true symptom of a drug may be a unicum, and 
not be characteristic. It never becomes a characteristic, because 
it is a unicum. We do not know all symptoms of our best proved 
and most given drugs, and we know very little, or nothing at 
all, of an endless number of others. Thus a symptom being known 
of one drug only, our attention may be called to this drug, if we meet 
the symptom in practice, but such a symptom is not a characteristic 
until cures corroborate it, and if this is the case, we certainly will 
obtain other symptoms combined with it. 

It is true, we have some very remarkable characteristics, corrobor- 
ated again and again, symptoms standing alone, as unica. 

To illustrate by example, when Schreter, one of the provers most 
objected to by the purificators, next to Nenning, proved Borax 
on himself and also collected symptoms observed in sick children, 
as being new and corresponding to the other symptoms of Borax, 
he published the following : 

No. 4. Very anxious when riding quickly down hill, it is as if it 
would take his breath away, which was never the case before. (This 
symptom continued during the first five weeks.) 

5. The child, when dancing it up and down, is afraid ; when rock- 
ing it in the arms, it makes an anxious face during the motion down- 
ward. (Observed the first three weeks.) 

These two observations strengthen each other. Hence, lecturing 
on Borax in Allentown, in 1835, the attention of the students was 
called to this fact. There was nothing like it in our whole Materia 
Medica, Coffea tosta produced once a similar symptom. After it 
had been taken in a strong dose, extract of a pound, the slightest 
motion of the hammock seemed an enormous one. The perception 
of passive motion was a magnifying one. Carbo vegetabilis has since 
been added by Boenninghausen : symptoms increasing by sitting on a 
swing. Carbo has vertigo from the slightest motion, also hiccough 
and nausea, and thus differs from borax considerably. 

This one symptom of Borax hcs been the source of an infinite num- 
ber of cures in this country. (In Hartmann’s Therapeutics and 
Buckert’s collection of cases it is not mentioned as having been used 
once. See Dr. Martin’s case in our Journal.) 


8 


PEOP. HEETNG’S introductoey. 


Another famous unicum was the aggravation of symptoms by shav- 
ing, in Carbo animalis, observed by Dr. Adams of Petersburg; this 
was generalized by Boenninghausen, and in the preface of his 
Repertory he mentions a remarkable case. Others will appear in our 
journals. But also this unicum no longer stands entirely alone. 
Pulsatilla has the same peculiarity, and others may follow. 

A famous much talked of symptom is the fanlike motion of the 
wings of the nose in Lycopodium. This one symptom has a literature, 
such quarrels arose about it. It should never be forgotten that the 
real symptom of Lycopodium is not a fanlike but a spasmodic motion 
of the nostrils, and it corresponds with a dozen of others of this 
drug, as we will see in the lectures. If the other symptoms of the 
case do not correspond with Lycopodium, and it is given according to 
this one single symptom, it will either not make a cure of the case, or 
the cure will be merely an accidental one. It also no longer stands 
as a unicum, since Gross ascertained, in asthma, Ferrum has the same 
as a characteristic. And how could it ? The fanlike motion is a 
symptoni in all diseases with difficult breathing, and we cannot expect 
to cure all by Lycopodium. 

In short, a symptom that is found in one of our drugs and in no 
other, never is a characteristic because it is a unicum ; every 
day we may find the very same in another, and on the other 
hand, it may be a very good genuine .symptom and a unicum, still 
very far from being a real characteristic. 

There are a great many more such peculiarities of a very different 
value ; further observations only can decide. 

Another error was once started, and the attempt was made to 
adopt one real good and characteristic symptom as the main one of 
each drug, and dropping all the rest, give that medicine in every 
case where we meet such a symptom in practice, as a characteristic 
of a case. It is against the main rule of Hahnemann ever to 
give, if we can possibly help it, a medicine for a single symptom, but 
always select a medicine for the totality of symptoms, that is, for 
tlie sick, for the individual before us. Such a practice would also 
lead to a continual chanjic of medicine, and to the breaking of another 
wise rule of our master : “ Let every given medicine have its full 
time, as long as the case allows it.” 

We arrive at another error to which characteristics have led some 
of our practitioners ; an error requiring your particular attention. It 
rests on a very remarkabl.e fact, observed by our school, and we may 
well say, the greater the truth, the greater the error. Among all 
corroborations of our Materia Medica, the greatest and the most 
undeniable, is the following : 

Having found by our provings, by cures, and by careful obser- 
Ysttions, a group of characteristics, and knowing the full and complete 
character of the drug, we sometimes meet with cases, where, 
after we find one or a few such characteristics, we find also the others, 
even all of them ; all characteristic symptoms of the case are to be 
found in the very same drug together. For instance we ind some 
symptoms of a woman in Calcarea, and afterwards all other similar; 


PROF, heeing’s introductory. 9 

the same with a child. The best illustration is a case communicated 
once by Boenninghausen. 

PULSATILLA CHARACTERISTICS. 

“About three years ago, while traveling,” says Boenninghausen, “ in 
1835, I arrived one evening at a hotel, where, as it happened to be 
Sunday, I found several friends of the proprietor assembled, and also 
the family physician, quite a young man. I had but just entered the 
parlor when the eldest daughter stepped up i'to me and asked me to 
cure her toothache, which she said, since a fortnight, came on every 
evening after sunset and lasted till midnight. Many things had 
been tried but all in vain, which was also affirmed by the young 
physician who stood near us, and the only possible relief she obtain^ 
was by going out of doors or leaning out of the open window. It 
was hardly the place to question her in regard to other symptoms, 
particularly of a more private nature, so with the conviction that if it 
did not help her, it would certainly do her no harm, I took from my 
pocket case a bottle of the decillionth potency of Pulsatilla and asked 
the young lady to smell of it once. The success exceeded my most 
sanguine expectations, for while closing my case and putting it back 
into my pocket, to the great amazement of all the guests she cried 
out my toothache is gone, 1 do not feel any more pain. 

The young physician, who was fresh from the University, was very 
much astonished and said if the cure were lasting it was indeed 
wonderful. 

I now began to draw my conclusions backwards, because Pulsatilla 
had helped her so quickly the characteristics of the remedy must 
also be found among her .symptoms. So I answered that if the 
patient would obey homoeopathic rules regarding diet eight or ten 
days, the toothache would not only stay away, but she would also 
be freed from her other complaints. This puzzled the youthful 
disciple of .^sculapius still more, and he asked what other com- 
plaints 1 I began to enumerate some of the characteristics of this 
remedy: Predominant chilliness ; %vant of thirst; lachrymose dis- 
position; the ‘warmth of the stove, is unbearable ; sleepless-ness before 
midnight, and stnpifying unrefreshing sleep towards morning ; dis- 
gmt for fatty dishes etc. He declared that I must have ascertained 
all these symptoms from the young lady herself, and when the 
others said that I had but just arrived, and not spoken a -word 
with her but what he had heard, he replied rather crossly that 
they only said so to please me, and that it was not possible for 
me to know these things otherv/ise. I then proposed to him that 
I would tell him something secretly, and he should then go to the 
lady and ascertain whether I was right, and as he assented to 
this I took him aside and told him that the patient suffered from 
diarrho&a ivhich teas mostly slimy, ctnd that menstruation appeared 
too late, about every Jive weeks, lasted 07ily a few days, and that 
she suffered during that time xvith pain in the small of her hack, 
and cramp-iike pain in the abdomen. 

To test the truth to his own satisfaction, he told her that 1 had 
said she suffered from constipation, and her menstruation came 
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too soon, and was too copious, whereupon she answered that in 
this respect 1 had made a great mistake, for exactly the opposite 
were the case, and on questioning her more closely he found every 
thing that I had told him corroborated, which he afterwards told 
me himself with most praiseworthy candor. 

A few months later, when I saw the girl again, she was fresh 
and blooming, and thanked me warmly for the good I had done 
her, as my prophesy in regard to her complaints had proved true, 
and she was now entirely well. 

Whether the young Doctor ever investigated Homoeopathy I do 
not know, but I hardly think so, for I never heard of it.” 

Such cases we meet with in life, hut it would be a very deceiving 
rule to expect it always to be so. 

The first symptoms in this case could have been connected with 
others, with entirely different symptoms, not indicating Pulsatilla, 
but Sepia. B. saw the girl before him, her face, her whole 
appearance may have reminded him of Pulsatilla. Her features may 
have been such as reminded him of other cases cured by the same 
medicine. B. further was careful enough and said, “ As it helped 
her so quickly, I concluded that the girl would have the other 
characteristics of Puls.” There is a very great and an essential differ- 
ence between a conclusion, a priori or a posteriori. 

If we find in a case one characteristic symptom which indicates a 
certain well known drug, our attention may be called to it and we 
may expect to find some of the others, but we ought to find all the 
others corresponding, before giving it, and then we may expect a cure. 
Of course we ought not to suggest them in the examination of the 
sick. We ought always to get the symptoms out of the sick., not 
examine them into the sick. This is the main rule of a true 
Hahnemannian examination. 

To decide to give a medicine according to one symptom, no matter 
how characteristic it may be, is to repeat the same fault that others 
may have fallen into, prescribing for names when they decide to give 
Belladonna because the child has the scarlet fever. We may suc- 
ceed, by good luck, by chance only. All such cures are on the 
one side as on the other, accidental ones. We will have ample 
occasions in the course of the lectures to explain this more fully ; 
to elucidate it, and prove it. 

Characteristics ought always to be used in combination, not singly. 

These combinations even, if they appear to differ endlessly, like 
the position of the pieces on the chessboard, are limited by laws; not 
every variation that can be made; not every combination that is pos- 
sible, is to be found in nature. Aided by physiology and pathology, 
we may find these laws ; in the course of the lectures this will be 
spoken of. On the other side, you will learn how far each combination 
of characteristics indicates the respective drug. As often as we meet 
with them in the sick, they indicate the drug, independent of the 
pathology of the case. Ample illustration will be given of this very 
importatit fact It is the method of the Philadelphia School to study 
Materia Medica by characteristics. All who belong to the Philadel* 
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pliia Scliool have to learn how to heal the sick by mastering the 
characteristics. 

The lectures on Materia Medica will thus principally give you the 
main characteristics, at least of all ol our well known drugs, and in 
such an order that you will be able to comprehend them, digest them, 
as it were, and if you are willing, earnest, and do your share, and 
store thorn up by daily, weekly, monthly repetitions, you will have 
them on hand, and they will be ready for use all your lifetime. 

We will not forget the general principles or lose sight of them. 
One hour of the four every week we will dwell on generalities, while 
the other three hours we will take the specialities of one drug after the 
other, and one family after the other, the most important first, adding 
from time to time by comparisons. One hour we must have to bestow 
on the higher principles of our healing art. 

If you know nothing but generalities you are altogether dependent 
on good luck to meet such cases as your characteristics will be fit 
for. Then you would be like a man in a large hotel, having a great 
many rooms, with a large bundle of keys in his hand. Such a man 
has continually to try and find the right one. He may find it or not, 
just as it happens. The master-key will open all doors. General 
principles are master-keys. 

Regarding the characteristics, in order to save time, you ought to 
get what was printed a year ago, for the use of our Philadelphia School, 
in the form of cards, according to Dr. Tucker’s method, and introduced 
by us. You ought to have them, either printed or copy them. They 
have been selected with great care and will form the basis of the lec- 
tures. You ought to commit them to memory according to Dr. Tucker’s 
method, if possible, before the lecture on each such drug. 

Supposing every one of you to know them by heart, we may refer 
to them again and again, but lose no time by dictating any of them. 
All others to be added will be dictated. 

All those that may have been printed in the journal of our 
school will be referred to, but not dictated. In this way we 
save time and you may be able to carry with you at the end of the 
lectures, all that is most valuable in our Materia Medica. At 
the time of your examination you will find the very same little 
cards spread out on the table. Then you will have a chance to show 
how many you know. 

CONCLUSION. 

While all your instruction in the Philadelphia School is based on 
characteristics, you should be warned in the first lecture against all 
errors in regard to them, which, when practising, you might fall into. 
There is one more to be spoken of. Suppose you had a case where 
not only the symptoms were changing all the time, but even the most 
characteristic symptoms. One day you find the one, another day 
another medicine, as it seems, clearly indicated by them. What have 
you to do ? Such hysterical or hypochondriacal cases you will cer- 
tainly meet with, and it may be that your whole reputation will de- 
pend on such a case. What have you to do ? Be very careful in the 
selection of the medicine, never decide in a hurry, as such cases ivill give 


12 


PEOF. heeing’s inteoductoey. 


you amyle time to study them. And after having carefully decided, 
and found, by similarity, of course, the best opposite, he firm, make it 
a main condition, the patient must not take any other medicine, and 
stand firm with your well selected one ; give, if necessary to repeat, 
the same higher and higher, but, if possible, do not change, until all 
has been gained by that drug which can possibly be gained by it. 
The best remedy there is for changeability is firmness. This may be 
illustrated by an example taken from life. 

Suppose there was a college, a medical college, a homoeopathic 
medical college, which had existed twenty years and had changed 
professors nearly every year, or if there was no change in men, they 
changed their chairs, and, what is still worse, changed principles 
every year, sometimes even in one single summer. Another set of men 
each winter ; another modification of doctrines each course. What 
would be the remedy for it if it became dangerous to the cause ? 
Something similar, and of course opposite, with the principal character of 
firmness. A similar but an opposite college, opposite by its firmness; 
free from all undue influence from without and from within. To pre- 
vent this it was better to hire rooms. Have no building except what 
could be paid for, or built on endowments of cash in hand. No interest 
on stocks to be paid, but scholar ships, thereby affording to students 
who may not have the necessary money, a chance, without begging or 
marketing. No floating debt or mortgage ; but a permanent body of 
trustees. Not a floating concern, but above all, a permanent faculty, 
evQriy member selected with care and elected for a lifetime. 

This will be the remedy and secure permanent progress. But 
still, objections may be made to this, as well as to our Materia 
Medica. The very word life-time” reminds every one that 
this very time is limited. Life is short saj's Hippocrates. Sup- 
pose there was an old man among the permanent faculty, his 
death would make a change in spite of all the trustees and by- 
laws. That is true, it may be. But how have we to act as long as 
we have life ; by what must we be ruled in such cases ? There is a 
great difference between possibility and probability. The 
possibility of dying is the same to all of us, young and old. The 
probability of it makes the difference. Now let us ask the 
Insurance Companies about probabilities ; they know, because with 
them large sums of money are at stake. The rule of probability says, 
that, for instance, if a man has reached the age of 67, he may be ex- 
pected to live till 76. Of course, according to possibility, changes 
may take place at any time in spite of probability. But the 
difference is a very great one between changes happening accord- 
ing to a higher law by the divine will, and a change made according 
to the arbitrary, tyrannical notions of one, two or three wire-pulling 
men. Suppose the said old man reaches his 76th year, possibly 
more, what a burden such an old fogy will be, full of notions, 
and how arbitrary he may be in ten year’s, nobody knows, he 
does not know himself. How will you get rid of him ? By 
impeachment 1 We know that is easier said than done. Well, if any 
one should be uneasy about that, he will send in his resignation, to 
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take effect on the 22dof March, 1876, when it will be fifty years since 
he obtained his degree as M. D. — nine years, they may be willing to 
bear with him. 

But, the age of 76 reminds us of a story, and a very good one. 

After Napoleon had disturbed the peace of Europe, and was finally 
beaten in the battle of Leipzig by the allied powers, and banished by 
them to the Island of Elba, he returned again with a large 
army. The allies had once more to march from the North to the 
South. Blucher was placed at the head as main commander of the 
Prussian army, and marched from the North towards Belgium. Great 
objections were raised on account of his age. He is old now and 
infirm, and full of queer notions, etc. He was attacked near Ligny, 
before he was ready, and was beaten, his horse fell, he was thrown 
under it, and was carried away for dead. Of course in a day or 
two he rallied again, sat on the back of another horse, and was 
smoking his little pipe lustily. 

Napoleon now turned his whole power against Wellington, who 
stood before Waterloo. The Iron Duke stood it manfully and did 
not move an inch all day, kept his position firm. 

But as the sun turned towards the West and sank deeper and 
deeper in the horizon, the Duke wrote with a lead pencil the order to 
bis generals to be ready to return during the night and retreat 
to another position. There was a little cloud seen in the far 
East on the horizon. The cloud increased. It was an army, coming 
nearer like a hailstorm, and the cloud opened, and cannon balls came 
like hail into the right wing of the French army and rolled it up. 
The battle was won. 

Who was the commander of that army? Who rolled up Napoleon’s 
old guards with his young volunteers ? It was Blucher, the old 
man of 76. 

By that battle peace was secured for fifty years. Let us trust to 
the one from whom comes life and progress and peace, and let us 
never forget our friends, the Life Insurance Companies and their 
2 >robabUities. We hope they will be right, and if they should; 
present company is invited to come on the 22d of March in 1876, to 
114 N. 12th street. Please take a note of that and do not forget it. 
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The Edilm-s of the North American Journal of Ilcmaopatluj say : 

“ Wo have copied in full the titlo-pas^e of tliis Jioproscntativc Book by one of the representa- 
tive men of the new a<jfo of medicine. It gives us pleasure to do this because the Book is one. of 
the feu) which suggests new and hopeful ideas of the future, and of the evident onward march of real 
science. Of all the branches of human knowledge. thera])eutics has ])rogressed most .«lowly for 
one-third of the present progressive century. The art of diagnosing disease has improved more 
rapidly than ever before: tlie art of curing it has scarcely advanced during the whole of that time. 
Chapman's “Therapeutics” amused us in our boyhood. Eborle’s “Therapeutics” gave us some 
little hope that the art of curing disease might yet become a respectable vocation: up' to that time 
in our youtlifiil pride and self-respect wo did not acknowledge that the title “Doctor of Medicine” 
was an'lionor to anybody. Since those days of self-sacrilicc and of hoping against hope, where 
has allopathic medicine furnished a work that has lightened the heavy burden (T snti'ering humanity. 
* =!= =:= * It becomes necessary that these multifarious treasures should be stowed away m 

tangible and usable order: and it is necessary also that this should be done by one who is full of 
the subject, a devoted student of the American Medical Botany and Materia Medica. Such a man 
is the Author, Comi)ilcr, and Corrector of the work on Neiu liemedi.es. 

“The work itself has often received our notice in the first Edition, We now take it as it 
reaches ns as revised, much enlarged, and dedicated ‘to the homceopathic physicians of North 
America and England.’ The preface to the first edition gives good reasons for an effort to collect 
and concentrate tlie more recent provings of indigenous remedies. * _ Withoiit 

claiming that the work is ^complete' in its present form, the author says he ‘will be satisfied if it 
is only pronounced by the profession eminently suggestive.’ The moderate verdict thus asked for 
will certainly be awarded in the high court of medical science for both hemispheres. * * * 

“’W’o have then in the present volume a new work, assuming a new character and rank in our 
literature. That rank and character may jiroperly be estimated now, for the book is henceforth a 
fixture in all medical libraries which are to bo honored by visits, from the spirits of Hahnemann, 
Hippocrates or yEsculapius. 

"Dr. Hales Book of New Remedies is a magazine ot important facts, original observations, trials, 
experiments, provings of medical agents which have hitherto being imperfectly known. To this 
store-house all who wish to learn what can be done with any one of these agents must in future 
come. It is then an important volume of the ‘Docuraeiitary Journal’ of the progress of reformed 
medicine. Its importance and value is, then, not likely to be ozicr-estimated, and any effort to 
unde.i'-viiluQ it will certainly fail. It would be desirable to have the same facts and truths in 
smaller compass, if we could so have them. If anybody can be found who has the time and genius 
to make this work and our other works on materia medica smaller and yet available in practice, we 
shall welcome him to any seat in the Temple of Fame that his modesty will permit him to accept. 
Until this ‘coming man’ arrives the Book of New Remedies must have room. 

“IVe shall attempt no analysis of this work. lEvery page of every 'proving it contains is made 
up of facts and symptoms w'hich to be of value must be seen in association with all other symp- 
toms hero groupetl around them. Each group belongs to its kindred group just as ^One-half of the 
tongs to the other belongs.’” 

Prof. W. Ton IIki-mutii, of St. Louis Homoeopathic College writes : “A book is to be valued by the correct 
information it gives to its readers on the subject of which it professes to treat ; by the manner in which its 
varied parts are composed and united ; and by the reliability of the assertions it contains. There are .some 
sulijects which are simple and easily hnndlod ; there are others, which from their complexity and extent are 
most difficult to arrange and satisfactorily elucidate. To bring perfect order out of chaos is impo.ssible in a 
single (rial : and he who so arranges ,a very extensive and dissimilar mass of facts in such manner that others 
may afterwards assist in accomplishing and perfecting the work, has done by far its most laborious portion. 
Dr. Halo, in presenting the Hoimnpatliic Pr fes.sion ivith w'hat is termed “ A Now Materia Mcdica,” is deserv- 
ing, and will receive, and has received the thanks of a majority of the Ilomceopathic Profession, both at home 
and abroad. He does not for a moment, if wo understand the animus of his remarks, intend to offer a com- 
plete treatise on the Now Remedies. His experience in both old and new^ Materia Mcdica has been too exten- 
sive for such a thought to have rested with him for a moment. Hut ho has collected from many sources, and 
no doubt fb the best of his judgment from most reliable ones, facts which will aid the JlomcEopalhic phy.sician in 
the cure of disease, and suggest to his mind the trial of the new medicines in llioso cases to ■which they appear 
to be applicable, and especially after the older medicines have failed to piocuro the desired results.” 

Prof. A. E. Small writes : — “Mu. Editor; With no small degree of interest in whatever pertains to tho 
welfare of Ilomcoopathy, I have given tlio above w'ork a careful perusal, and without wishing to detract from 
the mcritoriou.s labors of others in the same department, I am ready to confo.ss that the Professor ha.s made 
an invaluable addition to our literature. He ha.s not only collected a creditable amount of information 
concerning the botanical and chemical history of the ‘ New Remedies,’ together wdth incidental and actual 
physiological provings of them, but he has shown himself equally industrious in ndlecting clinical observa- 
tions in confirmation of tbeir great value as homoeopathic remedies. By reference (o tlie clinical index and 
rejiertory, ■which forms the roncluding portion of the volume, it will be seen that a large number of curative 
agents for the successful ti'oatmcnt of the sick have been added to our resources, and now within the reach 
of tho profession. The systematic arratigcmcnt of the work, the value of itsoontents, its fine nicc.hamcal 
cxcouti.m, Kcvorally combine to render it attractive, ns well as an indispensable addition to every homu'.o- 
pathio library. I do not hesitate to predict for both the author and publisher, tho un.di.sgui.sed thanks and 
liberal patronage of the profession.” 

Ram'i. B. Baui.ow, M.D., Pi of. of Materia Mcdica New York Homoeopathic College, observes: “ I find the 
work verv greatly improved as ■well as increased; indeed, impirovement in it has outrun increaso in its size. 
As it is now, no more useful ivork for students and physicians could w'cll bo found.’ 

Dr. J. II. Pulth says : “ I mu.st not omit, however, to thank you, for my own sake, for the .groatbeneflt I havo 
derived from your valuable contribution to our Materia Mcdica; I mean the ‘New Remedies.’ It is, since 
Halineinann, the greatest treasure we poor practitioners have received.” 

“ The author of this volume is one of tho most eminent and popular Homoeopathic physicians of this city, 
lie Ims devoted himself closely in this work to a classification of a number of remedies, mostly indigenous, 
but fewof which have had any place in tho publislu'd Materia Medica of the IIomoBop^ithic school. Not tho 
least interesting portion of the work, and one involving a great amount of labor and experience, is that devo- 
ted to tlie “ provings’’ of the remedies introduced, of which the great majorily have never been proven until 
now. Physicians for whom this volume has been expressly prepared, will aiviircciatc all efforts for tho perfec- 
tion of I’leir practice, and .accord to the author all the credit wich so valuable and complete a work has a 
right io.” — Chicago Tribune. 

Pul.'iishcd by DT’. E. A. LODG-E, .51 VVayne-st„ between Jefferson .\ venue and Larned-.sireot, Detroit, Mich. 

lUt octavo p.iges, with Repertoiy, $9 ; in.tluding American Horace ipathic Observer for one year, $10. 
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NOTICES OE THE PRESS, ETC. 

“ ThougE not in tlio direct ratio, yet in a certain proportion, our poivers of combatting disease depend on 
be number of specifics at our command, therefore Dr. Halo lias rendered excellent service by the publicntion 
f the above worlr, and deserves the best thanks of our body, and of medical men in general.” — Britinh Juur- 
al of Hommopathy . 

Prof. C. J . Hempul says : “ A ■welcome addition to eur materia mcdica. To the numerous expressions of 
■ratification with which this work has been received by the physicians of our school, I am happy to add to my 
own feeble accents of praise, and my warmest wishes that the diligent research and industry displayed in Dr. 
[ale’s volume, will be met on the part of our profession by a most attentive perusal of its pages, and a care- 
il appropriatiou to the wants of the sick, of the many valuable facts and suggestions presented by the 
uthor,” 

“ In the work before us Dr. Dale has endeavored to rescue these remedies from the hands of those who 
ave used them unwittingly ; and called attention to their jiromiscd usefulness, when wo shall bo permitted 
'> avail us of their pathogonesy. In other words, ho has collated the material and edited the volume, 
’hanks to his zeal and the enterprise of his excellent publisher, wo have presented, between two covers, and 
a an available form, a digest of what is known of more than forty [50] nctv remedies. The work is clinical, 
athogenciic, and suggestive. 

“ The clinical department comprises well authenticated reports of cases in which cures have been effected 
y the use of these remedies. The facts are compiled from every source, and the pages are richer in the 
•uits of liomcEopathic experience than one could have imagined possible. The work needs no iidditional 
ndorsement. The names which tire laid under contribution are sufficient guaranty that, in the cliniiial histo- 
V of the drugs selected, there is enough to w'arrant, and indeed to demand a more thorough acquaintance 
■ith their virtues.” — North American Journal of Hommopathy. 

“This is a second edition, enlarged, and published in parts, of the work known as ‘ Halo’s Now Remedies, 
n it are collected all the provings of these new and mostly indigenous remedies, together with .such clinical 
oticos of them as can be found scattered through the pages of the Allopathic, Eclectic timl Ilomteopathic 
eriodical literature. In so far as this work may serve to draw attention to these remedies, some of w'hich 
re valuable, and so promote their being fully proved, it will perform a most important use.” — Hahnemannian 
Monthly. 

“ The first edition was well received by the profession. “We are glad to notice a great improvement in the 
nechanical execution of the portion of the W’ork before us. Dr. Hale deserves groat credit for his laborious 
fiorts to enlarge our materia mcdica, and is a very industrious collector of facts in relation to the action of 
tedicinal agents, which tve trust some medical philosopher will ere long .arrange and combine, .and present to 
;s in some tangible, reliable manner, byw'hichthe various facts may be understood and harmonized, and 
bus the application of the agents, in accordance with the law of Homoeopathy, may be rendered plain and 
he results certain. We would advise every physician to purchase Dr. Hale’s Hook and carefully study the 
ame, being assured they will derive much profit thereby.” — American Homceopaihist. 

Prof. Carroll Dunham says : — “ 1 .am glad to see the work. Though not everything we need in the w'ay of 
■I Materia Medina, it is yet an indispensable preliminary to a complete and satisfactory Materia Mcdica.” 

The late Prof. Betteley thus referred to the first edition : “The book is valuable and suggestive, and no 
•ffiysician can afford to be w’ithout it.” 

Prof. G. 'W. Barnes, of the Cleveland Homoeopathic College, says: “There is much in the w'ork 

which I can heartily recommend, and I am always ready to bear testimony to the industry of Dr . Hale, and 
.he value of his contributions to our Materia Medina, as well as other departments of medical science.’’ 

Prof. Ad. Lippe writes : “ The profession must take the appearance of this work as a progress in our sci- 
ence and as a sign of development and future greatness,” 

“ It will undoubtedly mark a new era in our system of practice, .and make many of the profession look to 
the author and his aid wkh grateful hearts, as having given them many now ideas and much useful informa- 
tion. As to the general typographical and mechanical getting up of the book wo have to say wo are much 
pleased with it, and hope that thv publisher tvill find the sale profitable.”— .Uedico:/ Investigator. 

Prof. II C. Allen writes : “ I wish to say a few words in favor of ‘ new provings.’ Dr. Hale’s new ■work is 
an invaluable addition to our Materia Mcdica, and should grace the library of every Homoeopathic practi- 
tioner. There are many who would object to it on .account of imperfection, but all is not reliable that is to bo 
found in our large works on symptomatology. I have been repaid ten-fold in the use of one remedy — viz : 
the Cimicifuga r., in two or three cases of Arthritis that had baffled all my best selected remedies, and in one 
case of Neuralgia of the heart.” 

Prof. Ncidhard writes . “Dr. Hale has laid the first stone of the great future Americ.on Homoeopathic 
Materia Medina, for his work contains, uudoubtodly, the most extensive provings of American plants. Ac- 
cording to my theoretical ideas, I think they will be found of greater utility in ■the diseases of the Ameiican 
climate than those hitherto in use. Having been myself engaged in similar labors, I am the Last man to find 
fault with Dr. Hale’s performances, knowing the difficulties and trials of such a pursuit, particularly for a 
physician in largo practice.” 

Dr. M. M. Gardner says : “ Your work ‘New Provings of indigenous remedies,’ by Hale, came duly to 
hand, arid from whatl have perused of it, I judge that it is valuable. Having formerly been an Eclectic, I 
can appreciate it tho better, since I know the inestimable value of that class of rcmodie.s, after an experience 
of five y'cars in each practice. I hope it will meet with a great sale and be tho moans of tvaking up old-line 
Homoeopaths to the value of remedies they have so long discarded.” 

Other Professors and Physicians commend it in warm terms ; we can only print a small ptirt of the recom- 
mendations : 

“Just the work I have needed for a long time.” 

“ I think the informatiou given in reference to half a dozen of the remedies .are w'orth double its price.” 

“An admirable pioneer work. It does credit both to Editor and Publisher.” 

“ The style aud tj'pe are faultless, the method of arr.angemcnt admirable, and the book will form an 
invaluable addition to our Materia Mcdica.” 

“Your book contains one-fourth more than any ene could expect for the price. The arrangement of the 
m.atter is admirable. I discover that it is free from tho.se 'shadows’ of symptoms so common in the old 
books. Not merely giving pure symptoms but also the p.athological condition each drug is capable of produ- 
cing, renders it doubly priictical. When indigenous remedies are fully developed by provings on healthy 
persons, dise.aso ■ndll stalk around at midnight only.” 


SECOND EDITION— REVISED AND ENLARGED— NOW READY. 


Price $9, Bound in Whole Sheep, or Half Tnrkey Morocco. 1144 Pages I 
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THEIR BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION, MEDICAL HISTORY, PATHO- 
GENETIC EFFECTS AND THERAPEUTICAL APPLICATION 
IN HOMCEOPATHIC PRACTICE. 


BY PROP. EDWIN M. HALE. 


CONSISTS OF RELIABLE PROVINGS, CLINICAL NOTES and PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS 
respecting the following very important Remedial Agents, witli 
SPECIFIC INDICATIONS FOR THEIR IIOMtEOPATIIIC APPLICATION. 


Alscnlns glabra, 
iEsculus liippocastanum. 
Agave americana, 

Aletris farinosa, 

Alnus rubra, 

Anipclopsis quinquefolia, 
Apocjmum androsemifolium, 
Apocynum cannabinum, 
Aralia raoemosa. 

Arum triphyllnm, 

Asarum canadenso, 
Asclopias iiicarnata, 
Asclepias syriaca, 

Asolepias tuberosa, 

Baptisia tinotoria. 

Cactus grandiflorus, 
Caulopliyllum thalictorides, 
Ccrasus virginiana, 

Cholonc glabra, 

Chiinaphila umbellata, 
Cimioiluga racemosa, 

Cistus canadensis, 
Coltinsonia canadensis, 
Comooludia dentata, 

Cornus circinata, 

Cornus florida, 


Corydalis formosa, 
Cypripodium pubescens, 
Dioscoroa villosa, 
Eroclithites hieracifolius, 
Erigeron canadense, 
Eryngium aquaticum, 
Euonymus atropurpureus, 
Enpatorium aromaticum, 
Eupatorium perl'oliatum, 
Enpatorium iiurpureum, 
Euphorbia corollata, 
Frasera carolinensis, 
Galium, 

Golseminum semper virens, 
Geranium maculatum, 
Gnaphalium jiolycephalum, 
Gossyxiium herbaceum, 
Gymnocladus canadensis, 
Ilamamelis virginica, 
Hedeoma pulegioides, 
Holonias dioica, 

Hopatica triloba, 

Hydrastis canadensis, 

Iris versicolor, 

Juglans cinerea, 

Lachnan tires tinctoria, 
Leptandra virginica. 


Lobelia inflata, 

Lycopus virginicus, 
Mitchclla repens, 

Myrica cerifera, 

Nabulus serpentaria, 
Nupliar lutea, 

Nymijhse odorata, 
Phytolacca dccandra. 
Podophyllum peltatum. 
Polygonum hydropiper, 
Pulsatilla nuttailiana, 
Rhus glabrum, 

Rhus venenata, 

Rumos crispus, 
Sanguinaria canadensis, 
Sarraccnia purpurea, 
Scutellaria lateriflora, 
Scnecio aureus, 

St iota piilmonaria, 
Stillingia S 3 ’lvatica, 
Trillium pendulum, 
Triostciim x>erfoliatum, 
Ilrtica urens, 

Verafrum viride, 
Xanthoxylum fraxineum, 
Eizia aurca. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS, ETC. 

Dr. Richard Hughes, of England says : “ Dr. E. AI. Hale has done more within the last ten years to enlarge 
our knowledge of medicinc.s than any man living,” 

“ Re-written, and enriched by recent provings and a large amount of clinical experience.”— Ilcdical Invest. 

“ The Profession is under la.sting obligations to Dr. E. M. Hale, for his valuable work on the Now Remedies, 
The pirovings are well-conducted and reliable, but their full bearing upon the treatment of disease is not yet 
entirely developed.” — W m. S. Sf.aei.e, M. D , of Troy, N. Y., Trans. N. Y. State Horn. Society, Vol. II, p. 35. 
Report of Chairman of Committee on Materia Mediea. 

“ I feel that all British Homoeopathi.sts are deeply’ indebted to Dr. Halo for his very valuable contributions 
to our literatm'o. The provings and the clinical facts he has collected in reference to the indigenous remedies 
of his country, are a mine of weaith and full of practical suggestions.’’ — l)r. Richard Hughes, British Journal 
of Homoeopathy. 

“ The ‘ Now Remedies ’ lately brotight .before the homceopathic branch of the profession, deserve from all of 
them a careful studj' and conscientious trial of their u.ses.” — Monthly Horn. Review, {England,) Vol. X,p. 172. 

“ Dr. Hale’s ‘ New Remedies’ is a work now so widely known and appreciated that it seems almost superflu- 
ous to commend it to the attention of the profession Yet, if wo speak of it all, it must be in terms of more 
than ordinarj' commendation. Indeed, the work has become a necessity It is simply impossible to practice 
medicine intelligently without it. Not to know the virtues of Baptisia, Cimicifuga, Caulophyllum or Hydras- 
tis, is, now-adays, almost as fatal as not to know Bryonia, Rhus, Phosphorus, or Sulithur. The author has 
undertaken a colossal task, aud has labored, thus far, so conscientiously and successfully as to deserve the 
w.armest gratitude of every one interested in homoeopathic medical progress. This new edition is revised, 
enlarged and improved, and ought to roach a circulation often thousand copies. It contains, acoording to 
the preface, nearly three times the amount of matter of the former issue.”— New England Medical Gazette. 

ALI* THE MEDICINES FOR SALE-WIIOLESALE OR RETAIL,. 

Full set of Mother tinctures to accompany the work, in one ounce vials, $81 ; with book, ?'20. 
do. do. do. in half ounce vials, $I ; with book, $21. 

The thirty-five remedies that were not referred to in the old edition, in ounces, $9.50, in half ounces, $0..50. 
Single vials of medicines to order : Ounces, 30 ct.s.; half-ounces, 20 cts., except Cactus, which is $1 per ounce. 

Medicines will be supplied in dilutions, high or low, when so ordered. 

Please address your orders to DR. E. A. LODGE, 51 Wayne St , Detroit, Mich. 


